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common among rural children than among urban children. In spite of this 
fact, the health supervision of rural children has been almost totally neglected 
compared with that of their city cousins. 

However, present tendencies are more hopeful that some attention is to 
be given to the health of the rural child. A recent book 1 should do much to 
draw the attention of school people to this important phase of education of 
rural children. Although there is much common material which both the 
city and the country teacher should know, the book aims to treat the subject 
from the country teacher's point of view. In realizing this aim the author 
gives an abundance of detailed suggestions as to methods and devices for 
promoting the health of rural children. Well-chosen diagrams, charts, and 
pictures make the subject more intelligible. 

Some of the topics, all of which are interesting and scientifically treated 
from the rural teacher's point of view, are: securing the cooperation of 
parents and community; planning the course of study in hygiene; the water 
supply and sewerage; war on flies, mosquitoes, and other disease-carrying 
insects; heating and ventilating; play and physical education; posture and 
health; the care of the teeth, eye, and ear; the measurement of the teacher's 
work in hygiene. 

This is a book which may be profitably read by any teacher whether 
in service or in training. It is especially adapted to students in normal 
schools, country training classes, and teachers' reading circles. It is a book 
in a field all too long neglected, and teachers generally, especially rural 
teachers and supervisors, will want to have it. 

Two annual reports. — Annual reports of educational institutions are 
usually not read because they are not interesting and attractively gotten up. 
The report 2 under discussion is an exception — it is intensely interesting and 
attractively gotten up. 

It describes the activities of the General Education Board and its agents 
for the year 1917-18. Some of the year's activities financed by the Board 
and described in this report are those pertaining to various colleges and 
universities, medical education, studies and research, public education, 
negro education, farm demonstration work, and the Lincoln School of Teach- 
ers' College, Columbia University. The annual statement of the treasurer 
occupies a portion of the report, and this includes a historical review of the 
funds of the Board as well as the status of the funds during the past year. 



1 J. Mace Andress, Health Education in Rural Schools. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 
1919. Pp. xii+321. $1.60. 

2 Annual Report of the General Education Board, /9/7-/91S. New York: General Educa- 
tion Board, 61 Broadway. Pp. x + 116. Free. 
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Many diagrams and pictures go a long way to make the report as interest- 
ing and intelligible as it is. These are materials unfortunately not found in 
the usual traditional report. 

The Board has appropriated to date over twenty-three millions of 
dollars for education, and during the past year alone its appropriations were 
over two and a half millions — an amount greater than the total annual 
school revenues of many of our American states. 

It is believed that school people in general will want to be informed of 
the yearly activities of such a powerful philanthropic educational foundation 
as this. These annual reports may be had free, as well as many other of the 
Board's publications, upon request. 

A second annual report 1 which has just come to hand is one of a state 
superintendent of education, namely, that of South Carolina. It, too, 
attempts to get away from the traditional type of report. Discussion of the 
year's progress in education, together with recommendations for legislation, 
are given in the first part of the report. Then follow summaries of the most 
important features of the statistical tables which make up the bulk of the 
report. Many more summaries and interpretations of these statistical 
tables would have made them more intelligible. 

One of the " School Efficiency Monographs. " — The World Book Company 
has published to date eleven volumes in its "School Efficiency Monographs" 
series. Volume X 2 of the series has just come to hand and is entitled The 
Reconstructed School. Rather an up-to-date title, we think, and the subject 
is treated in an up-to-date way. 

Like Dewey's The Schools of Tomorrow, Mr. Pearson's book presents an 
educational viewpoint. Quoting from the preface, "its purpose is to stimu- 
late teachers to elevate the goals of their endeavors," to the end that larger 
and better results can be secured in education. 

Mr. Pearson's book deals with the "variables" in school processes, and 
these "variables," he says, should be subjected to the closest study for the 
sake of economy of time and effort. Some of the "variables" with which 
he deals are indicated by the subject-matter of the different chapters as 
follows: a preliminary survey of the task before the school; the past as 
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